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Question 1. Beyond making current programs more efficient, do you 
think we need to increase funding for housing for people 
experiencing homelessness? If so, where would you raise the 
revenue? 
 
Yes. We are an innovative city and there is a myriad of solutions for the 
biggest challenge we face: housing and caring for the thousands of 
homeless people in Seattle. After we work to eliminate inefficiencies in 
current programs and revenue collection, the City still needs additional 
revenue to ensure we are able to tackle problems like homelessness and 
housing affordability in a thorough and effective manner. 
 
I have previously supported new revenue streams in Seattle, including the 
2016 Housing Levy that was a major step toward building the housing we 
need to shelter our homeless neighbors.  
 
My district has historically voted for and supported a statewide income tax. 
For that reason, I supported the Seattle City Council’s attempt to create a 
citywide income tax, knowing that it faces significant legal hurdles. The City 
Council also attempted to pass a Head Tax, which ought to go to the voters 



for approval. The state legislature should defend the ability of municipalities 
to fund their priorities through local taxation, while also ensuring reliable 
support for priorities such as education. Our tax revenue stream is 
regressive and needs to be made more progressive. I believe the City 
Council will come back to address our upside-down tax structure in the 
future and I would like to be there to support it.  
 
 
Question 2. What are your thoughts on the City's current 
implementation of encampment removals? In what ways would you 
improve the policies? 
 
Our homeless neighbors need to have a safe place to go and must be 
treated with dignity and respect. The City of Seattle must follow the 
precedent established by the 9th Circuit Court Martin v. Boise that homeless 
people can not be punished in the absence of shelter options. I do not 
support removing people from encampments without offering them a viable 
offer of shelter and/or housing, as well as services. I appreciate the efforts 
of the Navigation Team to do outreach, connect people to services, and 
help mitigate the impacts of encampments that pose a risk to the public 
health and public safety of the residents and neighbors alike.  
 
This is one of the biggest issues in my district and I am often in the 
community working with constituents, local nonprofits, the Navigation 
Team, and other stakeholders to improve policies. I have fought for 
dedicated funding from our budget to small, local nonprofits that are 
providing direct services, including North Helpline, Aurora Commons and 
God’s Little Acre (the only hygiene center in the entirety of D5.)  
 
I am also supportive of our efforts to build more enhanced shelters, provide 
rapid rehousing, and building tiny house villages. I remain opposed to 
warehousing people and forcing all of our homeless people to live in a 
vacant big box store or FEMA tents.  



 
We must increase our availability of enhanced shelter beds, divert more 
resources to mental health and substance use treatment, and increase our 
stock of affordable housing. The City of Seattle has made progress and 
reduced people sleeping outside by 20% in the last year. I serve on the 
King County Regional Policy Committee, the Seattle-King County Board of 
Health, as well as the Seattle Select Committee on Homelessness and 
Housing Affordability. In this capacity, I am helping the City and the County 
create the new King County Regional Homelessness Authority (KCRHA) 
and a new Public Development Authority (PDA) to combat our 
homelessness crisis in Seattle and King County. The PDA will be a regional 
response to homelessness and specifically dedicate funds to more services 
to help our homeless neighbors. A problem of this magnitude requires a 
regional solution.  
 
 
Question 3. The City and State have introduced several new tenant 
protections in recent years. Do you think more work is needed to 
protect tenants and combat displacement? If so, what changes would 
you like to see? 
 
Yes, we absolutely need to do more to protect tenants and combat 
displacement on top of what we have already done. I was proud to vote for 
several pieces of legislation to improve protections for renters in Seattle, 
including a law in December 2016 that capped rental move-in fees and 5 
new laws passed on October 1st, 2019 that address legal occupancy limits, 
notices, requiring landlords to provide written receipts for rent and 
forbidding online-only rental payments.  
 
The landmark eviction reform passed in the 2019 Legislative Session was 
an important first step. We should look into additional protections for 
families facing eviction, including rent stabilization and preventions for 
rental price gouging. We need better legal assistance for low-income 



people facing violations, disputes, and the threat of eviction, funding for 
enforcement for renter protections and transitional housing for families and 
victims of domestic violence. 
 
Question 4. Homelessness and housing insecurity disproportionately 
affect people of color, LGBTQ communities, people with disabilities 
and other marginalized communities. What would you do to address 
these disparities? 
 
In 1968, the Seattle City Council passed Ordinance 96619 prohibiting unfair 
housing practices and prescribing penalties for doing so.  Up until this time, 
Seattle had a history of redlining in neighborhoods to keep certain parts of 
the city exclusive to white, middle class and upper-income residents.  This, 
in turn, created a long-lasting legacy of segregation. It is fundamental that 
we continue to work today to ensure all neighborhoods are accessible to 
everyone and right this historical wrong. That is why I supported and 
defended the Mandatory Housing Affordability legislative package this year 
to increase affordable housing options throughout the city. Private 
companies and developers benefit from our growing economy. They have a 
role in ensuring new development provides additional affordable housing 
units so we are not displacing low-income people in Seattle. Such entities 
should participate in the MHA program; I prefer performance rather than a 
payment. MHA was a first step to creating more density and affordable 
housing; I look forward to expanding it to other areas in the future.  
 
 
Question 5. How would you adjust Seattle's land use and zoning 
laws? In particular, what changes, if any, would you want to see in 
neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single-family housing 
and in multi-family neighborhoods where we're making significant 
investments in transit? 
 



I support transit-oriented development and have voted to change the 
zoning around major transit projects. A major component of new TOD must 
be mixed-income and multi-family housing to prevent displacement. 
Historically, housing and transit policies were designed to create pockets of 
poverty and led to racist zoning. We can undo these historical wrongs and 
prevent displacement by making sure there is affordable housing and the 
opportunity for neighbors to stay in areas that are being developed 
alongside transit.  
 
High-quality, affordable childcare ought to be considered required 
infrastructure just like schools, roads, hospitals, and other institutions our 
city needs. Childcare is exceedingly expensive and difficult to find near 
home and work. I have coined the term “transit-oriented childcare” as I am 
collaborating with a few for-profit developers to add a childcare facility to 
the area before the arrival of light rail. Having accessible childcare is crucial 
for families to thrive in Seattle. We can also expand our public/private 
partnerships to build more affordable housing, similar to LIHI’s Tony Lee 
House and the Compass Broadview.  
 
Question 6. We know that it is cheaper to prevent people from 
becoming homeless in the first place than it is to support them to exit 
homelessness. What is your vision for homelessness prevention 
initiatives and services in our community? 
 
Housing is a human right. To make sure that everyone has a home, we 
need to build on recent eviction reform, overcome the deficit of affordable 
housing in our city, and ensure that direct service providers have the 
funding they need to be effective.  
 
As I mentioned before, I have passed amendments to our budget to direct 
more funding to nonprofits like North Helpline, our local enhanced food 
bank service center with two locations in my district. North Helpline has 
navigators to help homeless neighbors get connected to services and exit 



homelessness. They also provide monetary assistance for move-in 
deposits, eviction prevention services, and preventing utility shut-offs. We 
need to expand funding for programs like this to prevent neighbors from 
becoming homeless in the first place. I strongly support place-based 
services that are local and know the community. Additionally, District 5 is 
the only City Council district that does not have year-round emergency 
shelter, despite having a large number of homeless people and services 
(e.g. King County clinics, food banks, etc.) While our goal is a housing-first 
model, we still have some need for emergency services until we can fully 
fund getting everyone into permanent housing. I would like to see the City 
fund a range of services across Seattle and not have it be concentrated just 
south of the ship canal.  
 


