
 
 
 
 
 

Seattle City Council Candidate Questionnaire on Housing and Homelessness, 
September 2019  

Prepared By: Resolution to End Homelessness,Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessnessand 
Tech 4 Housing, 

in partnership with Housing Development Consortiumand Solid Ground 
 

 
Candidate’s Name:Jim Pugel  
City Council District: 7th District  
Campaign Address:PO Box 20792 Seattle, WA 98102  
Campaign Phone:206-919-5342  
Campaign Email Address: Jim@jimpugel.com  
Campaign Website:Jimpugel.com  
Candidate Photo:Attached  
There are six questions. You may choose to skip a question; if so, please indicate that you 
choose not to answer. Please limit your answers to 150 words each (about 1,000 
characters, including spaces). 
 

 
Question 1.Beyond making current programs more efficient, do you think we need to increase funding 
for housing for people experiencing homelessness? If so, where would you raise the revenue? 
 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 
 
1. I believe the best way to solve homelessness in our city is for city government to take aggressive, 

proactive action in supplying people with affordable housing and permanent supportive and low 
barrier housing for those needing treatment, mental health care, job training, etc. However, our 
current funding goals fall short of accomplishing this task. I agree with increasing funding for 
affordable housing units and feel the best way to raise the funds is to look at excess funding from 
existing programs. The revenue is already being collected, and simply needs to be reallocated to this 
effort through a council vote — this is truly an emergency, yet despite declaring it as such our 
government does not make it a priority. It’s also important to recognize that homelessness is not just 
a Seattle issue. We must work collaboratively with homeless Seattleites, providers, neighborhoods, 
and the business community across the city, county, and entire region to implement long-term 
solutions for housing and critical services and find that needed revenue. Additionally, building 
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affordable units on city and county owned public land is another source of revenue in that we do 
not have to purchase that land — one of the highest expenses of building in our city. 

 
Question 2.What are your thoughts on the City's current implementation of encampment removals? In 
what ways would you improve the policies? 
 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 
 
2. I support our Navigation Teams and believe that kind of partnership between law enforcement 

and social services is exactly the type of program we need to effectively better manage the 
homeless crisis. 

 
The response to homelessness has so far fallen primarily to police officers, and that has led to ‘mixed’ 
results. Police represent a specific aim — public safety, which is critical to our response to this crisis, but 
homelessness is also a wage disparity crisis, a human crisis, a public health crisis, and a mental health 
crisis. And that means we need a more holistic approach to removals and more shared responsibility. We 
need to clarify and streamline the expectations for law enforcement officers and ensure that they 
continue to receive the best training possible, including de-escalation and crisis intervention training, so 
our officers can keep us safe and respond in a constitutional manner. 

 
As a city, we must be proactive in ensuring that adequate housing and treatment centers exist, so 
as encampments are removed, homeless folks are accommodated and not merely transferred to 
another location to await a subsequent removal. The city currently lacks not only the affordable 
housing units to offer qualifying individuals, but also the vision to use encampment removals as the 
beginning of a process of treatment and care. The first piece of legislation I will bring to the City 
Council once elected is a loan repayment program to incentivize case managers and expand the 
number of case managers and mental health experts to ensure every person receives the treatment 
and care they need — not just pushed from one corner to another. 

 
Question 3.The City and State have introduced several new tenant protections in recent years. Do you 
think more work is needed to protect tenants and combat displacement? If so, what changes would 
you like to see? 
 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 
 
3. I wholeheartedly believe that there is more to be done to protect tenants and their right to live in 

Seattle. Our city is strengthened by our diversity, whether it be race, gender, religion, sexual 
orientation, or profession. This dynamic must be fostered through policies such as converting city, 
county, ‘regional’ and state land to below median and moderate income housing while also 
fostering public/private collaborative partnerships. 

 
While at King County Sheriff’s office I oversaw the ‘Civil Unit’, which performed all evictions. We 
need to increase the resources to that unit so they can help those who are about to be evicted find 
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alternative sources of rent subsidy or other financial assistance. They are literally on the front line.  
The best way to get a grip on our homelessness crisis is to prevent more people from becoming 
homeless.That means making it easier for folks to stay in their homes and expand rapid rehousing 
and supportive housing programs. This would include various initiatives including rental assistance, 
utility vouchers, and other low-cost financial support that will prevent individuals and families from 
becoming evicted or otherwise homeless in the first place — and adding strong rental protections 
to keep people housed. 

 
Question 4.Homelessness and housing insecurity disproportionately affects people of color, LGBTQ 
communities, people with disabilities and other marginalized communities. What would you do to 
address these disparities? 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 
 
4. It is important for the city of Seattle to take a leading role in addressing housing disparities between 

different communities, as harmful policies of the past still have lingering consequences. The legacies 
of red-lining, restrictive racial covenants, and many other discriminatory practices affect 
marginalized communities’ access to jobs, schools, and many public amenities. First of all, we must 
ensure we continue to fight discrimination and racism in direct housing and rental policy by creating 
a collaborative partnership bewteen the Office of Housing, Civil Rights and the police to conduct 
joint operations that will stand up in court showing that there is discrimination and hold those 
people accountable. 

 
I was SPD’s executive sponsor working closely with numerous community groups, non-profit 
organizations, and government groups in establishing the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion 
(LEAD) program where low level, non-violent drug users, dealers, and sex workers (areas that 
disproportionately affect poor people and people of color) are given a chance to divert to treatment 
and care at point of arrest instead of being put in jail. LEAD was the first program of its kind in the 
western hemisphere, and has since been replicated in numerous jurisdictions across the country. This 
was controversial when we first started LEAD, but it was the right thing to do. The ‘trail, nail, and 
jail’ method of policing made certain people feel good and may have won elections, but it did not 
work and will not work to solve our homelessness crisis that has been too closely tied to the criminal 
justice system. 

 
Question 5.How would you adjust Seattle's land use and zoning laws? In particular, what changes, if 
any, would you want to see in neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single-family housing 
and in multi-family neighborhoods where we're making significant investments in transit? 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 
 
5. The key to successful land use and zoning laws is to ensure that any persons or families who move 

to an area have equal opportunity to utilize public transit, have access to grocery stores and other 
amenities, and enjoy safe streets with the robust presence of emergency services. Too often Seattle 
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has neglected the details when it comes to neighborhood zoning: they give no thought to income 
levels and one’s ability to get to work, shop, etc. and do not consult the neighborhoods and 
communities affected. I fully support extending transit access to all parts of the city, and believe 
that public transit is a key decision point when changing zoning laws within a neighborhood. It 
makes no sense to have people move to an area where they are unable to get to what they need. 
We need to expand public transit access and focus on transit oriented development. 

 
Question 6. We know that it is cheaper to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first 
place than it is to support them to exit homelessness. What is your vision for homelessness 
prevention initiatives and services in our community? 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 
 
6. My vision is to have a city government that goes out of its way to engage with those who are in 

danger of losing their housing or have recently lost housing. We must provide a clear and simple 
path for folks to either move into affordable housing units or the care and support they need. The 
big picture is that our city must organize our services and programs in a way that is accessible both 
before one becomes homeless and for those who are currently homeless. It is incumbent on the 
government to proactively reach these individuals and offer them existing benefits rather than 
presuming they are effectively utilizing existing services and benefits — especially for immigrant 
communities navigating our overly convoluted system. And everything discussed in Question 3 goes 
for this question as well! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidate Signaturefor verification (electronic is ok): Jim Pugel 
 
 
Date:10/4/2019 
 
 
 
 

- END OF QUESTIONNAIRE – 
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Please return to: hinrichc@seattleu.edu,cc laceym@seattleu.edu,by 5 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019. Thank you for participating. 
 
 
 
Distributed to all 2019 Seattle City Council general election candidates on behalf of partners Resolution to End Homelessness, 
Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Tech 4 Housing, Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground, by 
SU’s Project on Family Homelessness, Institute of Public Service, Seattle University/CASY 210, P.O. Box 222000, Seattle, WA, 
98122-1090, on Sept. 4, 2019. 
 
 
 

 
Housing Voter logo by Anneke Karreman, SU ’20. 
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