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Seattle City Council Candidate Questionnaire on Housing and Homelessness, 
September 2019 

Prepared By: Resolution to End Homelessness, Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness and 
Tech 4 Housing,  

in partnership with Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground 
 

 

Candidate’s Name: Andrew Lewis 

City Council District: 7 

Campaign Address: PO Box 301 Seattle WA 98111 

Campaign Phone: 206-434-5871 

Campaign Email Address:  lewisforseattle@gmail.com 

Campaign Website: lewisforseattle.com 

Candidate Photo:  _X_ Attached or ___ Permission to use photo from website 

There are six questions. You may choose to skip a question; if so, please indicate that you 
choose not to answer. Please limit your answers to 150 words each (about 1,000 characters, 
including spaces). 

 

Question 1. Beyond making current programs more efficient, do you think we need to increase funding 
for housing for people experiencing homelessness? If so, where would you raise the revenue? 
 

Please answer here, limit 150 words.  

1. We know from multiple studies and reports that we need at least $200 million more as a region to 
adequately responding to the crises of so many of our neighbors living without permanent shelter. 
First, I have put forward a plan to rigorously performance audit the entire City government to see 
what kind of savings can be realized. A similar program at King County has saved $127 million over 3 
years. But, I have no delusion that performance auditing alone will find the necessary resources to 
respond to the crisis. I support the income tax on high earners that was passed by the City Council 
several years ago and is currently working through the courts. The expectation is that we will get a 
favourable ruling on that case, and it will likely raise significant revenue. 
 
However, I strongly favor using the bulk of that revenue to pay down regressive taxes like sales and 
property tax. Those taxes contribute to the massive costs of living that lead to displacement and 
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homelessness in the first place. After paying down those taxes, I would divert the balance of it to 
responding to homelessness with an emphasis on rapid re-housing, supporting bonding to build more 
housing, and rent subsidies to keep people in their homes.   
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Question 2. What are your thoughts on the City's current implementation of encampment removals? In 
what ways would you improve the policies? 
 

Please answer here, limit 150 words.  

I understand the need to remove encampments that present public safety and health hazards to the 
people in them and the community around them. Encampments near freeway onramps, fragile ledges, 
greenbelts frequently mowed by industrial mowers, and other hazards cannot be permitted to continue 
for the safety of the people inside them. 
 
However, I do believe some encampments should be permitted to remain until adequate enhanced 
shelters and permanent supportive facilities are built up. Having grown up in Seattle, I can attest that 
there have always been homeless encampments, and that some degree of camping is inevitable in any 
major city. I can even point to specific encampments in my neighborhood who I have found to be good 
neighbors who keep their camp in an orderly and clean state.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3. The City and State have introduced several new tenant protections in recent years. Do you 
think more work is needed to protect tenants and combat displacement? If so, what changes would you 
like to see? 
 

Please answer here, limit 150 words. 

We need to make a much bigger commitment to rent stabilization funds to keep people in their 
apartments when facing eviction for marginal amounts. We also need to make sure we are investing 
enough money in diversion to help families mitigate the cost of one large expense, typically rent or 
medical related, that is keeping them out of housing and forcing them onto the street.  
 
We also need to strengthen enforcement of rights around ban the box and housing discrimination. New 
protections are nothing without adequate enforcement.  
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Question 4. Homelessness and housing insecurity disproportionately affect people of color, LGBTQ 
communities, people with disabilities and other marginalized communities. What would you do to 
address these disparities? 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 

First, we need to broaden the eligibility for people with disabilities to include intellectual disabilities as 
well as physical disabilities. Under current laws and standards people with intellectual disabilities do not 
get the same urgency or consideration as other groups experiencing homelessness, and an exceptionally 
large number of people experiencing homelessness have some form of intellectual disability. We need 
to make sure everyone has the opportunity to get in side, and people with intellectual disabilities 
deserve urgent attention for rapid rehousing. 
 
Additionally, we need to take opportunities to build housing in areas with high concentrations of 
homeless populations with specific needs and backgrounds, even if it is more expensive than building 
units elsewhere. For example, the Enterprise Foundation’s Home and Hope plan wants to acquire a 
building on Capitol Hill to specifically offer shelter for homeless LGBTQ youth, but the location of the 
building will make the project more expensive relative to buying the same number of units in a more 
affordable neighborhood. However, the need is on Capitol Hill, where a unique population needs 
support now. Sometimes, equity requires that we recognize the different needs of different groups, and 
the need to site housing close to the source of the need. In those cases, extra expense can be 
warranted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 5. How would you adjust Seattle's land use and zoning laws? In particular, what changes, if 
any, would you want to see in neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single-family housing and 
in multi-family neighborhoods where we're making significant investments in transit? 
 
Please answer here, limit 150 words. 

I grew up in a single family neighborhood, and I believe single family zoning has a place in Seattle. 
Certain neighborhoods by virtue of their location and infrastructure simply cannot absorb a large number 
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of new residents without adverse impacts on transit and public amenities. However, I believe the number 
of those particular neighborhoods to be small relative to the number of places more housing density can 
be approved. Duplexes and triplexes can be incorporated into many of our neighborhoods without 
significantly impacting public amenities, and can provide much needed diversity of background and 
access to new customers for struggling business districts. We need to make room for more neighbors. 
 
Finally, we need to pass a renewed and expanded transportation benefit district to get transit coming 
every 10 minutes and faster to that last third of Seattle households. Until we have transportation that 
can reach a given neighborhood quickly, reliably, and efficiently, I am reluctant to increase housing 
density. However, once we make that transit investment, it is a massive waste of public resources to NOT 
increase housing density along a transit hub. 
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Question 6. We know that it is cheaper to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first place 
than it is to support them to exit homelessness. What is your vision for homelessness prevention 
initiatives and services in our community? 
 

Please answer here, limit 150 words. 

I recently met with Mary’s Place, and their number one reported need was more funding for diversion 
payments. One-off expenses to help a family get through an unforeseen expense, typically medical, 
rent-based, or lack of income from a sudden lay off. The average diversion expense at Mary’s Place is 
$1,900, and the success rate is huge. Once people are back on their feet, and the emergency is dealt 
with, the family is no longer at risk of long term dependence on the services of a shelter or further 
subsidy. They are squarely back in the workforce. 
 
I support significant investment in diversion to reduce caseload and get people back on their feet. These 
programs work and save millions. The crushing need for diversion also shines a light on the true nature 
of our homelessness problem, which is the massive instability and insecurity that is the obvious 
conclusion of absurd and unprecedented income inequality.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Candidate Signature for verification (electronic is ok): Andrew J. Lewis 

 

Date: _____10/4/2019________________________ 

 

 

- END OF QUESTIONNAIRE – 

 

 

Please return to: hinrichc@seattleu.edu, cc laceym@seattleu.edu, by 5 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019. Thank you for participating. 
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Distributed to all 2019 Seattle City Council general election candidates on behalf of partners Resolution to End Homelessness, 
Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Tech 4 Housing, Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground, by 
SU’s Project on Family Homelessness, Institute of Public Service, Seattle University/CASY 210, P.O. Box 222000, Seattle, WA, 
98122-1090, on Sept. 4, 2019. 

 

 

Housing Voter logo by Anneke Karreman, SU ’20. 


