
 
 

2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire • Page 2 of 7 
 

Seattle City Council Candidate Questionnaire on Housing and Homelessness, 
September 2019 

Prepared By: Resolution to End Homelessness, Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness and 
Tech 4 Housing,  

in partnership with Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground 
 

 

Candidate’s Name: Ann Davison Sattler 

City Council District:  5 

Campaign Address: PO Box 51008, Seattle, WA. 98115 

Campaign Phone: 206.775.8838 

Campaign Email Address:  ann@neighborsforann.com 

Campaign Website:  neighborsforann.com 

_X_ Attached or ___ Permission to use photo from website 

There are six questions. You may choose to skip a question; if so, please indicate that you 
choose not to answer. Please limit your answers to 150 words each (about 1,000 characters, 
including spaces). 

 

Question 1. Beyond making current programs more efficient, do you think we need to increase funding 
for housing for people experiencing homelessness? If so, where would you raise the revenue? 
 

Because I have talked to thousands of residents in District 5 while door knocking since January, I have 
met many with a sense of tax fatigue who are working hard to stay in their homes.  I want to see a 
variety of housing, including single-room occupancy rooms and other smaller unit options that build in 
community with shared common spaces. Incentivizing developers to build these types of units--not 
paying their way out of building them now--does not require additional funding by the public’s tax 
dollars.  Boston, a comparably-sized city has about a $3.5B budget and we have a $6B budget.  That 
means they spend almost half of the money we do per person and they have made better progress on 
their homeless issue.  As with many parts of our budget, we have the money, we aren’t spending it 
effectively and can do better on this.   
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Question 2. What are your thoughts on the City's current implementation of encampment removals? In 
what ways would you improve the policies? 
 

We need to treat this with urgency to match the declared state of emergency on 
homelessness in 2015.  Creating a safe and sanitary space where people can be instead of 
continuously telling people where they cannot be is the first step.  Placing emergency Red-
cross like relief shelters in designated locations (3 on my website) similar to the response 
expected if many sheltered became unsheltered overnight due to a natural disaster.  These 
locations would have toilets, showers and on-site needs assessment.  We can then discern 
between an affordability problem and those who can self-care and those struggling with 
addiction who will need medicalized treatment, or other needs, making someone unable to 
self-care and treatment plus housing.  It will also allow us to locate vulnerable people in 
encampments, such as runaway minors, who are unable to self-advocate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3. The City and State have introduced several new tenant protections in recent years. Do you 
think more work is needed to protect tenants and combat displacement? If so, what changes would you 
like to see? 
 

One area I want to focus on is ownership equity in real estate.  I met a family who rented the same 
single-family home for 26 years and now had to move because the owner sold it and the new owner 
nearly doubled the rent.  Although we cannot enter into a private transaction, we can incentivize private 
landlords to move leases to lease-to-own agreements so renters are building equity in the homes in 
which they were living. What we can do better is to include all parties at the table.  In the Renters 
Commission that was formed no landlords were included and should have been to get real progress 
made. 
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Question 4. Homelessness and housing insecurity disproportionately affect people of color, LGBTQ 
communities, people with disabilities and other marginalized communities. What would you do to 
address these disparities? 
 
 

 
To address housing, I think the best approach is to remove hurdles that are delaying the increase of 
supply.  We have a huge shortage of housing in this city and more housing will lower prices.  Lower 
prices across the board means more can be targeted at marginalized groups more efficiently so more 
help can get to those who need it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 5. How would you adjust Seattle's land use and zoning laws? In particular, what changes, if 
any, would you want to see in neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single-family housing and 
in multi-family neighborhoods where we're making significant investments in transit? 
 
Increasing density within a half mile of the transit hubs will allow more people to access services, 
including importantly, mass transit.  We have a unique city and we cannot rely on uniform density to get 
around and access critical resources.  Outside that half mile area, we should continue to have sing-family 
zoned areas until we can bring better transit access to them and to also have a variety of living units. I 
believe strongly in maintaining and increasing livability for the city which means that it is important to 
make progress on building more sidewalks in the north end and maintaining the tree canopy and parks 
as much as possible in all areas. As we become more populated, we will need more space for people to 
connect to nature and relax, not less of it. 

  



 
 

2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire • Page 6 of 7 
 

 

Question 6. We know that it is cheaper to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first place 
than it is to support them to exit homelessness. What is your vision for homelessness prevention 
initiatives and services in our community? 
 

We know that as youth age out of the foster care system about half become homeless.  With the opioid 
epidemic touching so many families, we need to make sure we decrease this number not allow it to 
increase.  This means a concerted effort towards building a sense of community for those young adults 
exiting the foster care system, including emotional skills and strong social connections, including 
mentors/sponsors who will offer networking connections and other educational and occupational 
resources.  This also means that we need to invest more into community centers and inclusive, team 
building activities to keep people engaged in their community before they turn to substances to try to 
escape it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Candidate Signature for verification (electronic is ok):  Ann Davison Sattler 

 

Date: October 4, 2019 

 

 

- END OF QUESTIONNAIRE – 

 

 

Please return to: hinrichc@seattleu.edu, cc laceym@seattleu.edu, by 5 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019. Thank you for participating. 

 

Distributed to all 2019 Seattle City Council general election candidates on behalf of partners Resolution to End Homelessness, 
Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Tech 4 Housing, Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground, by 
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SU’s Project on Family Homelessness, Institute of Public Service, Seattle University/CASY 210, P.O. Box 222000, Seattle, WA, 
98122-1090, on Sept. 4, 2019. 

 

 

Housing Voter logo by Anneke Karreman, SU ’20. 


