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Seattle City Council Candidate Questionnaire on Housing and Homelessness, 
September 2019 

Prepared By: Resolution to End Homelessness, Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness and 
Tech 4 Housing,  

in partnership with Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground 
 

 

Candidate’s Name: Egan Orion 

City Council District: District 3 

Campaign Address: 1143 Martin Luther King Jr. Way #33, Seattle, WA 98122 

Campaign Phone: 206-478-2527 

Campaign Email Address: olga@eganforseattle.org 

Campaign Website: eganforseattle.org 

Candidate Photo:  _X_ Attached or ___ Permission to use photo from website 

There are six questions. You may choose to skip a question; if so, please indicate that you 
choose not to answer. Please limit your answers to 150 words each (about 1,000 characters, 
including spaces). 
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Question 1. Beyond making current programs more efficient, do you think we need to increase 
funding for housing for people experiencing homelessness? If so, where would you raise the 
revenue? 
 
Given the magnitude of this challenge, the City very likely will require more financial resources 
to meet our goals. However, before we pursue raising those funds, we need to do a complete 
review of our current methods, programs, and services to get a better understanding of what 
homelessness strategies are actually effective and which aren’t working. After this thorough 
review, we will work with all community stakeholders to build a new, comprehensive plan to 
address homelessness with measurable targets and achievable objectives. 
 
In terms of new revenue sources, we can no longer put the burden on working families, the 
middle class, and seniors on a fixed income. Working within the constraints of Washington’s tax 
code is difficult—as our City Council has discovered on more than one occasion—but there are 
many progressive revenue sources (perhaps more soon depending on what happens with the 
high earners income tax at the State Supreme Court) we can leverage. I did not support the 
head tax because it did not have the public buy-in to succeed; however, once we have 
developed a new, thoughtful, and accountable spending plan, I’m open to working with our 
large, high profit businesses collaboratively so that we include all stakeholders as allies in 
solving our biggest challenges, not adversaries.  
 
Question 2. What are your thoughts on the City's current implementation of encampment 
removals? In what ways would you improve the policies? 
 
Encampment removals that sweep people from one location to another without providing 
needed shelter and resources are inhumane and ineffective. We have a responsibility to 
compassionately get people off the street with access to needed care which means we have to 
have a safe, low-barrier solution for housing or sheltering all those people, with ready access to 
job training, mental health care, addiction services, and supportive help from social workers to 
help people get back on their feet. Most of the time, jail hinders, doesn’t help this effort. I 
reject policies that criminalize homelessness and place people in a cycle of jail and poverty. The 
approach we’ve taken for so long now has only made the problem worse. Let’s support our 
unsheltered neighbors and give them a second chance, a door—not a bed—and give them the 
bridge of supportive housing they need to find stability and eventually, opportunity and 
prosperity.  
 

Question 3. The City and State have introduced several new tenant protections in recent years. 
Do you think more work is needed to protect tenants and combat displacement? If so, what 
changes would you like to see? 
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Displacement continues in our most vulnerable neighborhoods, so of course we need to be 
doing more. I have a plan to create an emergency fund for renters to help them bridge a job 
loss or family crisis because it’s much less expensive to keep people in the housing they have 
and much less traumatic for renters. The city should also establish legal support for renters to 
help them compete against powerful property management companies. Finally, as the state 
supreme court potentially makes changes to our highly regressive tax system, we need to be 
ready to implement any changes as quickly as possible so we can shift the burden away from 
low-income voters and onto those who can best afford it. 
 
Question 4. Homelessness and housing insecurity disproportionately affect people of color, 
LGBTQ communities, people with disabilities and other marginalized communities. What would 
you do to address these disparities? 
 
We need to invest in the future of all our youth and ensure that every child, regardless of their 
background or socioeconomic status, has the opportunity to thrive. Too often, communities 
without a lot of avenues for opportunity—whether it stems from systemic barriers in place 
because of their race, gender, gender identity or expression, sexuality, impairment, or 
economic status—are the ones most heavily impacted by homelessness and housing 
discrimination. We need to support youth by providing access to counselors and mentors, 
apprenticeship programs, youth employment, arts programs, and other opportunities that have 
been shown to lead to more economic opportunity as well as provide protections against 
housing discrimination. 

We should create new apprenticeship programs and bolster existing ones so that students from 
all communities get a head start on tech jobs, green jobs, trades work, and other living wage 
union jobs after high school, their AA degree, or university. 

 

Question 5. How would you adjust Seattle's land use and zoning laws? In particular, what 
changes, if any, would you want to see in neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single-
family housing and in multi-family neighborhoods where we're making significant investments 
in transit? 
 
The MHA Upzone and Backyard Cottage legislation passed by the council promises to produce 
much-needed affordable housing, but we need to be doing more. Currently, in areas not zoned 
for single-family houses, only townhouses and large apartment or condo buildings are being 
built, but we also need “light density” options to fill the missing middle of housing like small 
multi-family buildings with single floor living for ADA accessibility and for seniors to age in 
place. 
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I will amend the MHA Upzone to ensure that the percentage of affordable housing is sufficient 
for the city’s needs with a special focus on upzoning around transit hubs, schools, hospitals, 
other community resources and cultural hubs. I will require more developer buy-in on replacing 
sidewalks and streets in front of large developments, so we don’t see a brand-new building and 
next to it transportation infrastructure that’s falling apart. 
 

Question 6. We know that it is cheaper to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first 
place than it is to support them to exit homelessness. What is your vision for homelessness 
prevention initiatives and services in our community? 
 

The best way to end homelessness is to prevent it in the first place, and that includes keeping 
residents in their homes, whenever possible. Often renters are living month-to-month and one 
financial emergency or rent increase may put them at risk for eviction. A reasonable expansion 
of tenant’s rights, such as increasing the required notice of eviction and a three month notice 
on any rent increases and limiting those increases to 7% per year plus inflation on buildings 15 
years or older and 15% a year on buildings 5-15 years old as well as included incident fees and 
insurance, would increase housing security without infringing on a landlord’s ability to manage 
their property.  
 
We must also provide financial assistance for renters to help bridge an emergency and offer 
robust legal support so they can compete on an even playing field with landlords, especially in 
Seattle’s expensive and volatile housing market. We must do better to educate renters about 
their rights.  
 

 

Candidate Signature for verification (electronic is ok):  

 

Date: ______Egan Orion________________________ 

 

 

- END OF QUESTIONNAIRE – 
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Please return to: hinrichc@seattleu.edu, cc laceym@seattleu.edu, by 5 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019. Thank you for participating. 

 

Distributed to all 2019 Seattle City Council general election candidates on behalf of partners Resolution to End Homelessness, 
Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Tech 4 Housing, Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground, by 
SU’s Project on Family Homelessness, Institute of Public Service, Seattle University/CASY 210, P.O. Box 222000, Seattle, WA, 
98122-1090, on Sept. 4, 2019. 

 

 

Housing Voter logo by Anneke Karreman, SU ’20. 


