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Seattle City Council Candidate Questionnaire on Housing and Homelessness, 
September 2019 

Prepared By: Resolution to End Homelessness, Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness and 
Tech 4 Housing,  

in partnership with Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground 
 

 

Candidate’s Name: Mark Solomon 

City Council District: 2 

Campaign Address: P.O. Box 9100, Seattle, WA 98109  

Campaign Phone: 360-789-9189 

Campaign Email Address: info@marksolomon.org 

Campaign Website: https://marksolomon.org/ 

Candidate Photo:  __ Attached or _x__ Permission to use photo from website 

There are six questions. You may choose to skip a question; if so, please indicate that you 
choose not to answer. Please limit your answers to 150 words each (about 1,000 characters, 
including spaces). 

 

Question 1. Beyond making current programs more efficient, do you think we need to increase 
funding for housing for people experiencing homelessness? If so, where would you raise the revenue? 
 
We need to account for money we are already spending before looking for additional revenue. If we do 
need to raise revenue, I think we should explore bonding on sales tax, the creation of a public bank, and 
public/private partnerships for additional funding and resources. 
 

Question 2. What are your thoughts on the City's current implementation of encampment removals? 
In what ways would you improve the policies? 
 
Unauthorized encampments are a huge concern for my District, especially for the residents and 
businesses of Georgetown and SODO. While visiting unauthorized encampments, I’ve seen the 
conditions in which our unsheltered neighbors live.  There are health and safety hazards that no one 
should be forced to endure; leaving anyone in such circumstances is inhumane. 
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Seattle must provide alternatives to those in encampments including more temporary low-to-moderate 
barrier shelters, increased investment in long-term supportive housing, and funding for effective case 
management and wrap-around services.  Yet, the City can’t do it alone; we need partners - other cities, 
the County, the State and the Feds to partner with us. Faith-based communities, non-profits and 
corporate partners must participate. Sheltered neighbors must come to the table to work with the 
unsheltered. We must work to reduce the number of unsheltered neighbors by addressing underlying 
needs and moving them towards stable, safe and supportive housing. 
 
Question 3. The City and State have introduced several new tenant protections in recent years. Do you 
think more work is needed to protect tenants and combat displacement? If so, what changes would 
you like to see? 
 
Seattle has very strong tenant protection laws thanks in part to bills passed by city council to provide 
protections for vulnerable renters as well as state legislation requiring more advanced notice for 
evictions. I would like to see attention focused on housing affordability, a primary cause of displacement 
in my district. Rental costs in some neighborhoods are so high that many are forced to move out of the 
city altogether. I support efforts such as the Mandatory Housing Affordability Plan and the Multifamily 
Tax Exemption and will work to ensure these efforts not only continue but are enhanced. We must 
invest in mechanisms to keep people in their homes and build enough affordable housing units to allow 
people to be able to live in this city without exceeding 35% of gross annual income. 

 

Question 4. Homelessness and housing insecurity disproportionately affect people of color, LGBTQ 
communities, people with disabilities and other marginalized communities. What would you do to 
address these disparities? 
 
Homeless and housing insecurity are equity issues. We must focus first on preventing homelessness in 
the first place, ensuring equal access to quality education and opportunity pipelines to high paying jobs 
for people of all races, abilities, orientations, and backgrounds.  
 
Beyond prevention, the city needs to partner with organizations already working to support these 
vulnerable populations. In my experience on the board of YouthCare, I have seen great success when we 
meet youth where they are at, get them safe, and provide them with the wraparound services and long-
term shelter they need. I would focus my efforts on fully funding organizations already doing this work 
well. 
 
Question 5. How would you adjust Seattle's land use and zoning laws? In particular, what changes, if 
any, would you want to see in neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single-family housing 
and in multi-family neighborhoods where we're making significant investments in transit? 
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I support increasing density and allowing more housing types - triplexes, rowhomes, townhomes, and 
ADUs - in neighborhoods currently zoned for single-family homes. That being said, I think I new 
development should complement the neighborhood it is in and I don’t think single-family zoning should 
be eliminated altogether. Urban villages and transit-oriented housing development make the most 
sense as they put people closest to the neighborhood services and transit opportunities they need to 
walk more, drive less, and build a more sustainable Seattle. 
 
Question 6. We know that it is cheaper to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first place 
than it is to support them to exit homelessness. What is your vision for homelessness prevention 
initiatives and services in our community? 
 

I think we need to take a multifaceted approach to the prevention of homelessness. First, we need to 
keep people in their homes by supporting existing efforts such as the Mandatory Housing Affordability 
Plan, the Multifamily Tax Exemption, homeownership assistance through the City’s Office of Housing 
and community-based efforts through organizations such as Southeast Effective Development (SEED) 
and HomeSight as well as tax reduction/exemption and tax deferral programs offered by King County for 
our seniors and disabled neighbors. Secondly, we need to invest in effective case management so those 
who are struggling with mental health and substance use disorders can be connected to quality 
healthcare and on-demand treatment. Finally, the root causes of economic inequity must be addressed 
to ensure access to quality education for all children across our city and we should explore partnerships 
with businesses to establish pipelines to high-value employment for our young people. 

Candidate Signature for verification (electronic is ok): Mark Solomon 

 

Date: 10/4/19 

 

 

- END OF QUESTIONNAIRE – 

 

 

Please return to: hinrichc@seattleu.edu, cc laceym@seattleu.edu, by 5 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019. Thank you for participating. 

 

Distributed to all 2019 Seattle City Council general election candidates on behalf of partners Resolution to End Homelessness, 
Seattle University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Tech 4 Housing, Housing Development Consortium and Solid Ground, by 
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SU’s Project on Family Homelessness, Institute of Public Service, Seattle University/CASY 210, P.O. Box 222000, Seattle, WA, 
98122-1090, on Sept. 4, 2019. 

 

 

Housing Voter logo by Anneke Karreman, SU ’20. 


